
T H E  P U B L I C  L A N D  C O N S U L T A N C Y  
Independent professional advice and support for managers and users of public land  

 
 

 

The Public Land ConsultancyThe Public Land ConsultancyThe Public Land ConsultancyThe Public Land Consultancy 27 / 539 St Kilda Road postal:  PO Box 2251 

ABN   69 067 045 520 Melbourne, VIC 3004 St Kilda West, VIC 3182 

Principal: David Gabriel-Jones phone: (03) 9534 5128 mobile: 0412 134 243 

Email:  dgj@publicland.com.au  www.publicland.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

This one-day introduction to riparian 
governance in Victoria provides a sound 

background on existing law and policy and 
explores the potential for reform 

 
For our report to DSE on the 

reform of riparian land governance, go to 
http://www.publicland.com.au/research-papers-

and-presentations 
 

COURSE CONTENT 

The Land Alongside Rivers 

• Which riparian land is Crown land, which is 
freehold, and why 

• What happens when a river changes course 
• Riparian land legislation: the Land Act, the 

Crown Land (Reserves) Act, the Water Act, 
and the Planning & Environment Act  

• The Murray River and the State border  

Native Title and Aboriginal Heritage 

• Native title along Victoria’s waterways: its 
existence and its implications 

• Cultural Heritage Management Plans under 
the Aboriginal Heritage Act  

Riparian Agriculture 

• Licences for Crown frontages; the LCC and 
VEAC recommendations 

• From grazing to revegetation – the roles of 
law, policy and economics  

• The Water Act and ‘riparian rights’  
• The problem of stock in the water 

Protecting Riparian Values  

• Planning Schemes – zones and overlays  
• Works on waterways 
• Weeds and pest animals  

Community Engagement 

• The evolving role of abutting landowners  
• Models for community involvement  

Agency Roles and Responsibilities 

• Catchment Management Authorities 
• DSE and Committees of Management 
• Other land managers: Parks Victoria and 

municipal councils 

The Need for Reform 

• Our recommendations to Government  
• The ongoing review of Crown frontage 

licences  
 

Y o u r  P r e s e n t e r  

David Gabriel-Jones  
is Principal of the Public Land 

Consultancy.   
He served for 18 years in senior 
positions with DSE, and holds 

qualifications in Public Policy and 
Civil Engineering  

 

 C o s t  

$550 per person 

including GST, full course notes 
and working lunch 

Discounts for Host Organisations 

 
Maximum Class size  

10 students 

 E n q u i r i e s  a n d  
R e g i s t r a t i o n s  

Jacqui Talbot 
Training Coordinator 

Phone 9534 5128 
jacqui@publicland.com.au 

 

This course is presented at the Law Institute of Victoria in Melbourne and at selected provincial 
locations.  For details go to http://www.publicland.com.au/professional-development  

 

Land Law  
for Managers of 

 Rivers and Lakes 
A One-day Professional  

Development Course 


